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Welcome to the first of our monthly newsletters and we would like to thank all who have offered their time and 
contributions.   

FROM THE CAPTAIN 
 
January is always a quiet month at BMGC with so many members and their families enjoying time away. However, while 
the members have been away the grounds staff have been working extremely hard to ensure the course is in great 
condition. 
 
The greens affected by the fungus are now recovering and with the large amount of water being pumped onto the fairways 
the grass is growing while you look at it! 
 
February will be a huge month for the club with our first Super Saturday for the year being held on the 18th.  
This is a 4 person Ambrose event with any combination of team with no handicap limits (maximum or minimum). 
 
The following week, February 25th, is the Horsham Reciprocal Day (at Horsham). The list of members travelling up to 
Horsham is growing rapidly so if you want to take part in this day and play on one of Victoria’s Premier country courses 
please add your name to the list in the pro shop. 
 
It’s great to see members using the club carts but please remember that with the huge amount of water being sprayed onto 
the course that there may be damp patches near the greens and tees so please keep carts at least 10 metres away from all 
tees and greens. 
 
The Club Championships are will be held in March so if you are interested please fill out an entry form which can be 
found in the pro shop as of the first week in February. Gradings will depend on the number of entries. 
The dates for the four rounds will be March 17th, 24th, 31st and April 14th. 
 
Finally a quote from one of the greats: 
 
If you're caught on a golf course during a storm and are afraid of lightning, hold up a 1-iron.  Not 
even God can hit a 1-iron. 
~Lee Trevino 
 
John McCann 



FROM THE RED TEES 
 

Welcome to 2012 and let’s hope the golf will be fantastic. 
 
The ladies had a great roll up for the Christmas party in December and it was good to catch up with several players that 
have been away from golf due to illness or family commitments.  
 
Molly Whiting was looking a picture of health and is even talking about making a comeback. We would be thrilled to 
have her back, playing with us. 
 
Welcome back to Pam Hine who played her first match in 2 years last Saturday and was a great partner. 
Always a consistent player, she told us she is now 70 years old yet she looked like she could do another 9 holes after 
finishing the 18. Well done Pam. 
 
It was a pleasure to see Nola Closter able to return for the week to play a couple of games with us before having to return 
to family commitments. 
 
We would like to express a very warm welcome to the club to the following new lady members –  
 
Di Barnett, Samantha Prince, Lyn Purcell, Kelly Ramsay, Di Reynolds, Heather Steegstra and Mandy Williston. 
 
If you see these ladies around the club house please make them feel welcome. 
 
Club Championships begin on Wednesday March 7th for 3 consecutive weeks.  
 
The Putting, Eclectic, Mona Macleod and WGV Silver spoon also begin on March 7th. 
 
 A draw will be done by the match committee for rounds 2 and 3 and this is not to be altered unless you are unable to play. 
The draw will be in the pro shop. 
 
For the Saturday ladies, the President's Cup is on March 17th & 24th and a timeslot will be allotted around 11.30am for all 
the ladies to play together. 
 
A new syllabus for 2012/13 has been put up in the Ladies Club Rooms, so please consult it for future events.  
 
Good golfing for the year and let’s all try to get our handicaps down. 
 
Carol Young. 
 
 
 
Junior Golf  
 
It has been great to see the massive increase in junior participation at the Golf Club over the last 3 months, with a large 
influx of juniors coming through the Australian PGA golf programs led by our Club Professional, Neil Clutterbuck.  
 
These juniors learn the basics of the game, then progress to playing on the course with Neil and their classmates. This 
Program is proving to be a great success with a high retention rate of those who start, and their enthusiasm, shown by the 
rapid skill development, is evident for all to see.  
 
Programs have been running on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, and have been set up to coincide with the School 
Terms. Our current program runs on a Friday night until February 10th, 5 - 6.15pm, with limited spaces still available. 
 
New programs will be starting towards the end of February until Easter, when the School Holidays Program starts off 
again. 
All information is available by ringing the Pro-Shop on 03 5367 1410  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all the juniors, the rising stars of our game, whom we see regularly playing around the 
course. It injects an enthusiasm into the club to see the dedication and skill of these young golfers so 
please make them all feel welcome. 
Thank you to Neil for your encouragement and development of the young players coming through.    
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                
 
 
                         Ben, our Chef, would like you to know that the new menu will begin on February, Tuesday 14th.   
                         We are often completely booked out now that people have discovered what good value our restaurant 
meals are so please try to remember to book before arriving at the door, to save disappointment. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
News in Brief 
We hope you are enjoying the much improved fairways and greens.   
Bacchus Marsh Golf course has been able to keep all the fairways open for play even with the bout of fungus that 
caught many of the golf courses in the state off guard.   
Thanks to Jim and his staff for acting quickly and treating to control the fungus.  
It will require a change in the weather to die off completely so can only be controlled until then. 
Even with this fungus, Bacchus Marsh has been able to remain open with every hole playable.  
  
Every person, including Committee members, staff or volunteers of the club, out playing golf is entitled to enjoy 
the game. 
If you need to raise an issue, please do not mention it just as they are about to tee off.  
Either approach the person after the game or, preferably, put it in writing to be discussed at the next meeting.   
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
The defibrillator for the Golf Club is now on the wall in the restaurant area (no offence Ben) ready for use. 
Instructions are printed with the machine.   
A training session was conducted for this but it is one item at the Golf Club that we hope never needs to be used. 
 
We wish to thank the Rotary Club of Bacchus Marsh and The Elms Family Medical Centre, Bacchus Marsh for their 
donations to enable this to be bought for the club. 
 
Thank you also to the Ladies Committee for the donation to the club of $100 which will be used towards a new 
microphone. 
All donations to the club are greatly appreciated. 
 
One of the biggest golf rules changes for this year is about ball movement. The Royal and Ancient Golf Club announced 
rules changes Oct. 24. One of the most important is about penalizing golfers for the ball moving after it has been 
addressed.  
 
Addressing the ball refers to golfers taking a stance and are ready to hit the ball. Factors such as wind, terrain and even a 
stray animal might cause the ball to move just as a golfer is about to hit it.  
Before, a player was penalized a stroke for the ball moving even if the golfer didn't touch it before he struck the shot. That 
is no longer the case. 
Stars Rory McIlroy and Webb Simpson were victims of the rule this year. Had Simpson gained an extra stroke at the 
Zurich Classic back in May, he might have been in first place instead of second after the playoff and that difference would 
have been enough to make the top place on the money earner list in 2011. 
In some instances, penalizing golfers for a shot won't be necessary. If the ball is moving just as someone goes to hit it, the 
effect might be detrimental to the stroke. A ball already in motion will alter the trajectory before a club strikes it. A golfer 
hitting a ball in motion is a penalty in itself. 
 



 
Our aim, with this newsletter, is to email out as many as possible as this will not be posted out. 
If you are reading a ‘hard copy’ that has been printed and left out for your viewing and you currently have an email 
address, please email glenwood2@hotmail.com with your name, address and telephone number and you will be placed 
on our email list. 
If you have received this email by mistake, and do not wish to receive any more, please reply to this email with 
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 

        Last, but certainly not least, from the participants in ‘The Shitbox Rally’….  
 

As per last year, we are entering cars in the Shitbox rally (www.shitboxrally.com.au) and are again running a  
Charity golf day at Bacchus Marsh golf club on Sunday February 26.  
We have three cars this year, so need to raise $12,000.00 to gain entry.  
We are aiming for 100 people for this, so if you are keen for a game of golf, want a BBQ, and have this day spare, 
please come along. Of course, you can also make donations at http://www.everydayhero.com.au/fat_boy_racing. 
 
Aim: To raise money for the Cancer Council by participating in the 2012 Shitbox Rally. 
The Rally: The rally involves driving 3000+ kilometres from Melbourne to Cairns, via 
Cameron’s Corner, in a car that costs less than $1000!! 
The Team: We, a group of six people, have entered 3 teams called: 
• Fat Boy Racing • Team Road Runner • Desert ROVER 
The Cars: Against our better judgement, the cars we will be hopefully completing the rally in are: 
• A really rusty 1985 Alfa 90 (Fat Boy Racing) 
• A really crappy 1994 Mitsubishi Magna Wagon (Team Road Runner) 
• A really bloody old Range Rover (Desert ROVER) 
Requirements: In order to participate in the rally, we are required to raise a minimum of 
$4,000 per car, all of which goes to the Cancer Council - Hence the charity golf day. 
 
Golf Day Details: Sunday 26th February 2012, at the Bacchus Marsh Golf Course 
 
Cost is $50, which includes green fees and lunch 
 
Arrive at 9.30 am for a Shot Gun Start at 10.00 am 
 
Competition in teams of 4 – aggregate stroke. You can enter a team of four or enter individually. 
Those without a handicap, no worries – we’ll use the Calloway system for you. 
 
Nearest the Pins and Longest drive 
 
Team and individual prizes, not necessarily based on who performs the best. 
 
Lunch after the conclusion of your round. 
 
To enter or for further details please contact Simon Ovenden at  
smovenden@westnet.com.au or 0409 164 852 
 
To have your name removed from this newsletter’s mailing list please reply to this email with 

the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 


